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Various letters, addressed to Reverend Father
Jean de Lamberville, regarding the
Illinois Missions.

Y REVEREND FATHER,
I send to Your Reverence The invoice of

this year, 1702, for The Ilinois missions, and
for The 3 fathers who are now there. I beg You
not to be surprised if it be somewhat large. It is
to supply clothes and provisions for three fathers,
besides Brother guibort and perhaps Brother gillet,
who are in need of everything; and to begin at last
to supply, once for all, The principal items of all
that is required for 3 missions—which have always
been borrowing; which have always lacked most of
the necessary articles; And wherein The missionaries
have done nothing but languish. Father bineteau
died there from exhaustion; but, If he had had a
few drops of spanish wine, for which he asked us
during his last illness, and some little dainties,— such
as sugar, or other things,—or had we been able to
procure some Fresh food for him, he would perhaps
be still alive. Father pinet and father marest are
wearing out their strength; and they are 2 saints,
who take pleasure in being deprived of every-
thing —in order, they say, that they may soon be
nearer paradise. But they do not fail to tell me and
to write me that I must bring some little comforts
for the sick, and that these languish because they
are in need of everything; and they tell the truth.



